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OZET

Bu calisma, Islam medeniyetinin tarihi gelisim siireci igerisinde vakif kurumunun
iistlendigi merkezi rolii analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Ozellikle Osmanli Devleti déneminde vakif
miiesseseleri kurumsal bir nitelik kazanmis, devlet tarafindan giiglii bir bigimde desteklenmis ve
toplumsal yapinin iktisadi ve sosyal alanlarinda belirleyici bir islev iistlenmistir. Bdylece vakiflar,
bir¢ok durumda devlet kurumlarinin tamamlayici bir unsuruna doniigsmiis ve kamu hizmetlerinin
ylriitiilmesinde 6nemli bir paya sahip olmustur.

Bu ¢ercevede Halep sehri, vakif faaliyetlerinin en yogun bigimde goézlemlenebildigi
orneklerden birini teskil etmektedir. Tarihin en eski yerlesim merkezlerinden biri olan ve stratejik
konumu itibariyla her donem ticari ve kiiltiirel bir cazibe merkezi haline gelen Halep, Osmanli
idaresi altinda bu karakterini daha da gili¢lendirmistir. Vakiflarin katkisi yalnizca ekonomik ve
sosyal alanlarla sinirli kalmamais; sehirlesme, imar ve mimari gelisim siireglerinde de belirleyici
bir rol oynamis, bu sayede kentin fiziki sinirlarinin genislemesine 6nemli dlciide katki saglamistir.

Arastirmada, Halep Ser‘iyye Mahkemesi'ne ait muhasebe defterlerinden, 6zellikle 177
numarali ser‘iyye sicilinden elde edilen veriler incelenmistir. Bu belgeler, donemin vakif
kurumlarinin yapisini, faaliyet alanlarimi ve toplumsal fonksiyonlarmi yansitan birincil tarihi
kaynak niteligindedir.

Elde edilen bulgular, Osmanl toplumunda vakif miiessesesinin derin ve ¢ok yonlii bir
etkiye sahip oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Halep 6rnegi 6zelinde, sehrin ticari yapisinin vakif
yoneticilerini vakif gelirlerini siirdiiriilebilir kilmak amaciyla ticari yatirimlara yonlendirdigi
goriilmistlir. 177 numarali ser‘iyye sicilinin muhasebe kayitlarinin analizi, vakif gelirlerinin
onemli bir kisminin ¢ars1 ve pazar gibi ticari alanlardaki yatirimlardan saglandigini; harcamalarin
ise cogunlukla insa, bakim ve onarim faaliyetlerine tahsis edildigini gostermektedir. Bu bulgular,
caligmanin temel varsayimmi desteklemekte ve vakif kurumunun Osmanli toplumunda
sosyoekonomik hayatin sekillenmesinde vazgegilmez bir unsur oldugunu agikca ortaya
koymaktadir.
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THE ROLE OF WAQF INSTITUTIONS IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT: A STUDY BASED ON THE SHARIA COURT RECORDS OF
ALEPPO IN THE 19TH-CENTURY OTTOMAN PERIOD

ABSTRACT

This study aims to shed light on the significant role played by the wagf (endowment)
institution throughout the history of the Islamic civilization, with particular emphasis on its
remarkable development under the Ottoman Empire. During the Ottoman era, wagf institutions
gained a well-defined organizational structure and were granted a central role within society. They
functioned as complementary entities to state institutions, contributing substantially to both the
economic and social life of the empire.

This pivotal role of wagf was perhaps most clearly manifested in the city of Aleppo — a
historic urban center that bore witness to some of the earliest civilizations and, due to its strategic
geographical position, served as a major cultural and commercial hub throughout its long history.
Under Ottoman rule, Aleppo’s significance as a center of commerce and civilization further
intensified, with wagqf institutions playing an active part not only in the economic and social
domains but also in urban development. The city’s physical expansion was largely facilitated by
wagf-funded constructions and endowments.

The research draws upon primary data from the Sharia Court Registers (Ser ‘iyye Sicilleri)
of Aleppo - specifically Register No. 177 - which constitutes a valuable historical source reflecting
the administrative, financial, and social dimensions of wagf activities in the city. Through a
detailed analysis of these accounting records, the study seeks to uncover the nature and scope of
wagqf operations and their broader impact on Ottoman society.

The findings, supported by both archival evidence and historical references, demonstrate
that wagf institutions had a profound and multifaceted influence on Ottoman communities. In the
case of Aleppo, the city’s strong commercial character encouraged wagf administrators to invest
in market activities as a means of generating sustainable revenues to finance charitable and
religious expenditures. An examination of Register No. 177 reveals that the majority of wagf
revenues originated from investments in commercial markets, while most expenditures were
allocated to construction and maintenance projects. These results substantiate the central
hypothesis of the study - that wagf institutions played a vital and enduring role in shaping the social
and economic fabric of Ottoman society.

Keywords: Aleppo, Waqf Institution, Sharia Court Registers, Socioeconomic Development
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